
Minutes of the Lambley Reed Pond Group Meeting
On Tuesday 9th December 2025 at 7pm in Lambley Village Hall.
Present
Committee:, Bonnie Bramwell (BB) Chair, Sarah Rhodes (SR), Christine Bridgett (CB), Karen Hayter (KAH), and (IK) Ian Kassell.
Apologies: Kim Hogden, Stephen Bird, Gina Bajek, Sofia Fullwood and Len Harvey. 
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	Description
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Date
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	The Minutes of the last meeting dated 11th November 2025 were accepted as a correct record. 
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Matters Arising

(3.1). Orchard Tree Protection
In his absence IK gave a brief reprise of the phone conversation from SGB
Details were wire sourced was green galvanized 1.5 metres approx. height and 600mm diameter. BB asked IK to contact SGB to give more details and costs perceived. 
Andy Musson would install the cages between the Christmas period and New Year. 
  *****************************************
Post Meeting Note – SGB has provided further details in an email to committee.    
 
(3.3) Reed Cutting work under Wilder Trent Project
The pontoon would now remain as it was not visible but would also aid when cutting the reeds near the pond. The contractor was unable to reach with his machinery on the day. 



(3.4) Lambley Primary School - Contact Name.
Julie Gregory noted in the previous meeting that the School contact name would be forwarded to the Committee. SR to contact  

(4.0) Sheep grazing in the new Year – Protection for orchard trees
BB had asked Tony and Val and the same procedure of providing electric fence around the orchard would be implemented in Jan 26. 

(11.0) Light trim of the blackthorn hedge on the Northern boundary
As Katja’s side of the hedge had been flailed already (KAH) stressed that Andy Musson must be aware we only need a light trim of the blackthorn and then only after the sloes are taken in the January period. 

(14.2)  Dinghy 
SGB had informed IK that the dinghy was in his garage and awaited inspection for possible repair costs. 
The Committee were concerned as regards Insurance implications if the dinghy was used on the pond.  

(14.3)  Cleaning of Nestboxes used for nesting in 2025. 
An inventory of all boxes would be inspected to ascertain if birds had used them for nesting. The only boxes we are prevented from accessing are all bat boxes and the barn owl box which is usually left for several years before occupation. The local hawk and owl trust person would inspect this.
The work is scheduled for Thursday 18th December at 10am and we must have protective equipment like gloves and an a face mask. A supply of sawdust will be added as birds like wrens roost in these boxes. 
The condition of the boxes would be assessed to ascertain if a new box was needed in that location. Woodpeckers will also hollow out boxes and take the young – to prevent this metal fronts can be screwed to the box at a negligible cost.


Action Plan
IK had updated the Action Plan to include additional grazing by sheep in either Jan or Feb 2026. 
Bird feeders would be introduced to the Reserve again over the Winter period. IK to deliver a seed feeder with protection and suet feeder to BB. 

The reeds nearest to the pond in front of the western bench would be cut on the weekend of 24th/25th January.
This could provide another volunteering opportunity weather permitting.  KH to circulate on social media  
  
Treasurers Report
The Treasurer noted that the current balance was (£4768.81p).
Liabilities being  
Tree Protection work budgeted at between £350 – £550 and upgrade fencing posts around the pond. 
Cllr Stoll had forwarded £500 from his County Councillor Community Budget – this is to be used to enhance the pond environment and improve water quality by purchasing native oxygenating plants.  

Record of hours worked by Committee
SR requested all Committee members log the number of hours worked at Reed Pond and forward them by text to her.  



Google Drive
BB noted that SF had now been forwarded the google drive login password and she was asked to liaise with Kim Hogden the Google Administrator. 

 




Information Boards
BB reported that there were 8 boards in total (4) for the Reserve and (4) Parish Council – The Design Team are busy working on completing the boards. 


Wilder Trent Project
KAH gave a detailed Report to the Committee of all the events that taken place at the end of November. KAH had cleared previously a large area of understorey in the North woodland where large numbers of bluebells, wood anemones and primroses were planted and after several trees were thinned – logpiles were created in the woodland plus our first hibernaculum for hibernating amphibians. 
Reeds were cut near the western bench and southern bench by Greenfield – we have also created a new wetland / bog plant friendly area on the SW corner where the self set ash tree with dieback was taken down. 
Miriam Hawley from NWT and her volunteers were very welcome planting the woodland. 
In Spring the remaining pond plants and meadow plants will arrive and be planted in the reserve. 
The newly erected 5 bar gate will host briar / dog rose plants and  climbing honeysuckle for our pollinators. 


Pond 
SR noted that she was pursuing potential sources of funding for possible pond work – SR was having a zoom meeting with the Heritage Lottery Fund in January. 


Hedges and Boundaries
BB noted that Ben Driver of NWT had suggested that native hedgerow bundles with guelder rose, spindle, hawthorn would be available for creation of a new hedge on the eastern boundary.
This work would be scheduled in the new year and undertaken by Greenfield. Andy Musson would cut the top growth of the layered western hedge.  

Future Events
Christmas Meal at the Woodlark pub on Sat 13th December at 7.30pm – all welcome 


Any Other Business

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme – Volunteers 
BB noted that there are 4 potential volunteers from the scheme who could do work around the Reserve in the new year. 

Trail Camera – Offer
IK has offered a solar powered trail camera to monitor wildlife in the reserve – the only cost implication would be a 6 month subscription to 4G @ £42 
The Committee agreed that it could be installed in the woodland facing the pond as it needed a southerly position and not easily be taken. 
Installation date Thurs 18th December at 10am 

Date of the next Meeting 
The next Meeting of the Reed Pond Group would take place on Tuesday 13th January 2026. 
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