Lambley Parish Council Chair’s Annual Report 2024/2025

This past year has been an interesting and sometimes difficult one, with some
extremely sad events including the passing of Michael Morris (ex Chair of the
Parish Council) and Annette Gunn, who had recently started working with the
Parish Council. Both of these individuals were known and loved within the
community and will be very sadly missed.

A memorial bench will be sited in the Green Space at the top of Mill
Lane/Steeles Way in memory of Annette (thank you to all of those in the
village who have raised funds to pay for this and to also give to charity). Mike’s
family have advised us that Mike has bequeathed £5K towards village projects
from his Will(how very generous and typical of Mike), and we will use some of
this money towards a memorial of some kind (we are liaising with the family in
this regard).

Reed Pond

Thank you so much to the committee who work at arm’s length from the
Parish Council to look after this beautiful and tranquil area. The Reed Pond is
now almost unrecognisable from a couple of years ago in that it is well loved
and the wildlife clearly appreciate it since it is now teaming with new life and is
a pleasure to sit in the beautiful scenery on one of the newly installed benches.
The amount of work which the volunteers have done is clear to see. Thank you
to each and every one of you.

Various fruit trees have been planted (thank you to lan Kassell for donating
these) and natural boundaries have been created and paid for through funds
raised by various groups including the Village Show.

The village is a hive of volunteer activity much of which happens quietly in the
background including meals for the elderly and vulnerable, the litter pickers,
the Church Yard Gardeners, those who look after the planters, the book
exchange and the like. Some events are not so quiet, such as the Brass Band
(thanks to Mark Goldby), the quizzes and Opera Dudes (thanks Julie Gregory et
al). The Church (Jane and Francis) have done a great job of using the
community space too to attract families and renewed interest through Messy
Church and, of course, themed “Girls Night In” events.



There have been some significant flood events this year, and the Flood
Wardens have done an amazing job headed up by Lawrence Milbourn. We
continue to press for funding for additional leaky dams in the Dumbles, and to
obtain the promised (then taken away) upgrade to the Severn Trent pump at
the Park Lane/Main Street junction.

Finances & Precept

The Parish Council has completed its budget forecasts for the 2025/26 year. A
total spend of £36,901 for the year is required. Our projected income for the
year from Cemetery Fees, Lengthsman Scheme and the like provides for
£11,750before the Parish Precept. The Precept is the amount which each
household pays to the Parish Council within its Council Tax. The required spend
less the income leaves a shortfall for the year to be raised through the precept
of£25,151. For the 2024/25 year each household (based on a band D) paid
£37.01 within its council tax to the Parish Council for the year. After careful
consideration it was agreed by the Parish Councillors that we should increase
the precept paid from its current level of £37.01 per annum, to £39.79, an
increase of £2.78 per equivalent household (7.5%). Based on the number of
households in the village this will raise £20,116.07 towards the Parish Council
budget. The balance needed for the year (required spend after projected
income of £25,151) will mean that there is still a shortfall of £5,034,93
however the Parish Councillors agreed that this should be met from our
Reserves which are currently c£17K.

Unlike larger councils, Parish Councils are not restricted by how much they can
increase Council Tax, however unlike many other local Parish Councils, we
could not justify a larger increase as we appreciate the cost of living has risen
sharply for everyone.

We carefully monitor our expenditure to make every penny count, and will
continue to do so since it is your money we are spending. We should still have
around £12K in reserves after meeting the shortfall for emergencies and
unexpected spend.

We are fortunate that there are various fund raising events throughout the
year, which help to support village projects, and that as a result of these, we
have some reserves.



The Parish Councillors (including myself) all work on a volunteer basis, with the
only paid member of staff being the Parish Clerk who is contracted for an
average of 5 hours per week. None of the Parish Councillors claim expenses
and give many hours of their time for free.

Battery Energy Storage Site (BESS) — adjacent to Spring Lane

You will no doubt know that at the March 2025 meeting of the Gedling
Borough Council Planning Committee, the application for the BESS was
approved despite hundreds of letters expressing concerns and objections from
residents. The Parish Council has strongly opposed this (as too had Burton
Joyce Parish Council who is the statutory consultee since it comes within their
boundary). The opposition group did all they could to try to resist this from
being approved, and they continue to look for ways to appeal/see what can be
done to prevent this from being built in what most would agree is an
inappropriate place for such a scheme when other alternative sites are
available.

Visit from Michael Payne MP

As of last July we became part of the Gedling Constituency (previously
Sherwood)and our MP became Michael Payne. Michael has been to various
meetings in the village and at the end of March went for a walk round the
village with some of the Parish Councillors. Various issues have been raised
with Michael who has been good enough to write on our behalf to Severn
Trent (re the upgrade of the pumping station to help with flooding); the BESS
planning application which heal so strongly opposed on it being inappropriate
development in the green belt and looking into CILS payments for us for
building work done within our boundary.

Shared Use Agreement

Work is continuing to be carried out by the Parish Councillors and particularly
the Village Hall Committee (a sub committee of the PC), to agree a formalised
shared use agreement with the school. The Hall, Committee Room, Multi Use
Games Area (MUGA) and other areas at the school/village hall are used by
both the community and the school. Nottinghamshire County Council are also
a party to the old version which is almost 30 years old, therefore out of date



and not fit for purpose. Michael Payne has agreed to help since the County
Council, whose Estates Teams need to facilitate this, have been unresponsive.

Traffic movements and parking

Speeding is still an issue in the village, as is parking, especially at school drop
off and pick up times. Times for school start and end have now been staggered
which has helped to some degree with parking issues. We continue to work
with Nottinghamshire Police who patrol from time to time, and speed watch
will be carried out using our own speed gun periodically (we then write to the
Police with the details of those who are speeding so they can write to those
concerned).

Cemetery

We have budgeted for further tree clearance and trimming around the
boundaries of the cemetery in this and the next financial year. This will ensure
that existing graves are tidy and do not become overgrown or obscured. Once
the works to the boundaries are completed, we will schedule regular
maintenance and budget accordingly going forward.

Village Projects

The Children’s play park is coming to the end of its useful life and we are
looking ahead to various grant opportunities to fund resurfacing and new
equipment. Rose Melvin has formed a committee to help with this (thanks
Rose).

Village Magazine

Thank you to Julie Gregory and all those who help to put together the village
magazine. It is a hive of information and ensures that everyone is kept up to
date with what is going on. Although it appears as if by magic every month
through our doors, | know it takes many hours each month to put together and
to distribute.

Resignation

This will be my last Report as Chair, since elections will take place at the April
2025 meeting. | have resigned both as Chair, and as a Parish Councillor to take



up a role as Chair for the East Midlands for the Federation of Small Businesses,
something very close to my heart (and also a voluntary role). It has been a
pleasure to work with all of the Parish Councillors, Volunteers and members of
the community who have made my 10 years or so on the Parish Council
fulfilling and enjoyable. | have learned so much and | feel privileged to live in
such a warm and supportive environment.



