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LAMBLEY PARISH COUNCIL
	
	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
Monday 15 September 2025 at 6.30pm
Committee Room, Lambley Village Hall



								
ACTIONS

4

Present: Parish Council Members:  Cllrs. L Milbourn, C Starr, R Vincent, 
A Musson, J Gregory, H Greensmith, J Stoll, S Harraway. J Loftus, K Stevenson

Parish Clerk: Ewa Strumnik – minute taker

In attendance: Philip Cox, Church Warden - Holy Trinity Church, Rose Melvin, 
Ann Gee – Village Hall Committee, Bonnie Bramwell and Judith Clough from the Reed Pond Committee,  Dawn Edwards

36.07  Apologies
Cllr J Proctor

36.08  Declaration of Interest
None.

36.09  Welcome and Introductions 
None

37.00  Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 July 2025 & Matters Arising
Pg.2	The Play Park Group had a stall at the Village Show which received a lot of   interest.  Fund raising options have been discussed and distributed amongst the group members.
10 pieces of play park equipment are insured at approx. £145K.
Ann Gee reported that Ellie Smith will be providing quotes to replace the wooden planters.
Pg 4. The last Village Hall Committee meeting was postponed.  The cost of 
replacing the front doors is considerably more than expected.  Mick would like to ask the Parish Council for a loan of approx. £4-5K to cover the cost, which would be repaid.  This was accepted.

37.01  Cllr H Greensmith updates
Cllr Greensmith reported that when the debate took place at GBC, the vote was against GBC going into the City Council, discussions are still ongoing and will continue until a decision has been made.  Boundaries may shift and criteria are changing.  She appreciated that the timing of the Local Government Development planning was bad.  GBC has been running a ‘What do you think about the Government Plan?’ campaign which closed today.
Cllr Greensmith has forwarded at grant form for up to £300 to the Clerk for projects in the village.
There is a full council meeting on Wednesday this week.  A councillor in Calverton is trying to push forward a completely different development plan.  The future of Oak House is yet to be decided. Cllr Greensmith to check if pavement weeds are sprayed.
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37.02  Cllr J Stoll updates
Cllr Stoll reported that the EGM was held on 2 September to discuss the options
and that Option 1b was the one recommended following evidence based on desk top studies by accountants and voted for by Cllr Stoll.  The decision was marginal to include GBC in the new Unitary Authority as well as Broxtowe within Nottingham City with the rest of Notts County Council forming a second Unitary Authority.  The building blocks for these decisions were set by Central Government last year.  Existing boundaries and districts should be maintained.  Nottingham City Council would not be able to survive as it is today and the tax stake needs to be increased which is why Lambley is included.  Only 5% of the new authority would be rural.  The plans to include Rushcliffe in the new Authority were discounted.  Economically it is very similar to Gedling but is more rural.  
Cllr Stoll stated that the new Authority would not be Nottingham City Council and that NCC was not bankrupt but is in special measures which should end next year.
All options must be submitted to Central Government by the end of November for consideration. Nottingham City Council are working on their own model and they want to split boroughs and districts.  According to Government criteria, Nottingham City Council will be open to a judicial review.  NCC cannot maintain its current city boundaries although it can make marginal boundary tweaks - it is not known what this will mean.  The public has not had a say in this.  A lot of councils are already Unitary and there are only 10 traditional county councils left.  

Cllr. Starr reported that there are 2 lighting columns out – No 12 on Spring Lane and Nos. 7 and 9 on Park Lane.  VIA have agreed that Lambley can use the lighting columns as they are for the Christmas lights this year, however the catenaries cannot be used.  The cost to install new lighting and feeder columns for Christmas lights is approx. £15K.
The newly replaced boiler is currently in an ‘alarm’ mode.  Cllr Stoll asked to follow this up.

37.03  Village Maintenance
The defibrillator has been checked and tested.  
Some planters on Green Lane and Main Street are in a very poor state however, Cllr 
Gregory has confirmed that they can still be used for the winter flowers this year.
The footpath off Steeles Way needs to be weeded all the way up.  
The Millennium oak tree in the cemetery car park has grown very large and is 
obscuring the view from the two benches and lifting the ground.  It will need to be cut
back.  The two benches are in need of a good clean – Clerk to ask Tim to do.
Cllr Starr has reported to VIA that the grates opposite the cemetery on Park Lane have filled up.

37.04  Finance
Clerk presented 9 invoices for payment totalling £4642.16.  The budget was 
distributed. 

37.05  Planning Applications
No current planning applications.

37.06  Shared Used Agreement
There has been no progress however Cllr Milbourn is going to meet Mick in the 
boiler room.  Mick has not received any instructions re: the boiler.  Cllr Milbourn will go 
into school office to collect the utility bill figures.  
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37.07  Reed Pond
Bonnie reported that the Village Show provided an opportunity to raise awareness of 
the past, the present and the future of the Reed Pond and £268.03 was raised. 
Little Lambs Nursery would like to take children to the Reed Pond to connect with 
nature and have outdoor learning, perhaps an Easter Egg Hunt.  Bonnie distributed 
copies of the artwork for the four new Reed Pond information boards.  It is hoped to 
organise a publicity event for the official unveiling of the information boards.
Funding of £10K has been secured from the Notts Wildlife Trust and they will return to 
the Reed Pond in 10 years time to see the progress made.  
Bonnie has identified three phases of the work to be carried out. 
Phase 1 is identifying older and self set-trees and diseased ash trees.  GBC and the Forestry Commission have been advised.  A licence is needed to thin out the trees.
The work is planned on 14 and 15 October.
Phase 2 is the Notts Wildlife Trust coming to clear and plant areas to encourage 
butterflies etc. and to create more colour and interest.  A meadow area is planned 
near the footpath.  Perhaps children from the school would like to help with the 
planting.  
Phase 3 is tackling the reed bed on the east side.  The reeds are too big and 
encroaching where the west bench sits.  Contractors are coming in take out some 
reeds with the roots which can be a metre deep.  
Progress is being made with the Duke of Edinburgh scheme and contact has been 
made with pupils at Carlton Le Willows School.
A small working group has been organised to work on the pond area itself.
Cllr Harraway suggested that the Reed Pond could have a stall at the Bonfire event.
Cllr Stoll reported that there is a youth group in Calverton who would be interested 
helping.

37.08  Church Maintenance
Maintenance was not carried out as planned last time as the ground has been very 
hard.  Philip reported that the church architect has given permission for the church 
doors and frames to be varnished.  

37.09  Cemetery
There has been a problem regarding the historical recording of graves which resulted in the Parish Council having to pay Nigel Wilford to dig and fill a grave unnecessarily.  
It has been decided that in future that the Parish Council need more notice before a funeral takes place to allow for the paperwork to be checked thoroughly and for a family member to confirm a grave plot.
A neighbour of the cemetery has admitted to leaving concrete in the cemetery after digging up his patio.  He has agreed to clear it.
Ann Gee commented that the two benches in the cemetery are covered in mould and the railings are all rusty and asked if they can be rubbed down and painted.  Clerk to ask Tim to clean the benches.  Also the cemetery gates need attention – Ann to get 
quotes.  A new tap is needed as it leaks however the last new tap and copper pipe were stolen!

38.00  Christmas Lights
Ryan at RAC Electrical to be asked to provide a quote and the licence needs to be applied for.

38.01  Open Gardens
John Austin’s wife has offered to open her garden and donations to go the PC.  This 
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will be planned for June / July and will be advertised in Lambley Life.

38.02  Magazine Update
Cllr. Gregory reported that the magazine is going well.

38.03  Asset List
Cllr Vincent has updated the asset list which stands at £145,650.  He will forward the details to councillors.

38.04  Correspondence
Cllr Gregory showed everyone a miniature version of the memory tree which Pete has 
made.  He can make a 6’ steel tree which will have plaques on both sides and hung.  
Katya has a large stone onto which the tree can be bolted.  The Reed Pond are aware 
of it and like the idea.  It will be positioned near the horseshoe benches.  The cost will 
be approx. £2K.  Councillors voted unanimously to purchase the tree.
The plaques can be purchased.  Details will need to be added to the rules and 
regulations.
Ann Gee reported that the pavement between 30-32 Orchard Rise has a dip following 
the work carried out by the Electricity Board.
A disclaimer letter to be sent to Mr and Mrs Bridgeford at 32 Orchard Rise stating that 
the PC has no objections to them planting on the land owned by the PC.  
Cllr Stevenson has checked how many plots are available at the cemetery and has confirmed that there are 253 although some of these are on the boundary sides 
against the hedges which leaves 153.  
It is proposed that ROW A on the left hand side be used for plots for ashes.
 
38.05  Any Other Business
Dawn Edwards attended the meeting to give an update re: leaky dams.  Mark at the Trent Rivers Trust has confirmed that 9 are in.  He has flagged an issue which the school may be aware of – a Forest School has been created with a play area.  Cut out logs have been found and deliberately chopped logs which have been pushed into the beck which will eventually cause issues.  The school will need to be contacted.  Cllr Gregory will take a look.  The total income from the Village Show is not yet known.  
Dawn confirmed that she would be working progressively re: the planned devolution 
as she cannot see any advantage to this and the PC mirrored this opinion.  

Meeting closed at 8.45pm

Date of next meeting: Monday 20 October 2025, 6.30pm
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